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'" 
Re: Rcncwa1 Envil'()l:lmcnta.\ SOltlliu: i~ 

'I'hmno-Depol)meli.l~ti():I') PrOCC58!t:~IAlllili4}!\S't~7 WLDG r' Nl} .1"""""""""" [ " toy :I.~.,.. aU4;lo),VY.'\/..11\'111-: U..!..L

Dear Mr. Jol111S()n; 

'J,.21)03!.;~l\t\rj:\J1d,,)\ltO1 mn responding to your Dec.err1ht:r l<.'.l~,hoJleconversation of Dccernber 17,2003 
tegard.ingplans to wtallii pWIlf,111Weld COf.l.flLy" that would t~onyertmea.t~'Procc.qR.in.eCf>lrJI'a.;Ju offal 
into energy and agric111mralpr!}d1.ict!i.l-{.C'n(.'W"bt(.~,Envit(lmnenta.lS()l1!fions(R,ES) in conjun<:tion with 
Con Agra foods and Changing Wurll.i "cl;h~J\)j()gi~~,Inc. !~I~nto b11irdII ThemIo.bepoJyrnerization 
(TDP) pln.nt. Thc plant -w'ouldatc"pt pI;luJ()'Ynffal fl.llrl~gri(,\ultl.J.rr.j,1wa.i(e from the local farmit'1g 
comlnuuity for raw m'.-.terialI'Dbi::11~e<! th~ proc\:t\:s. Yo!')hnvc reque.,ted tt!tit the Dep~ent111 
de~m~jrle wheth~r a rec}rcling r.':X~,l11r'~i()n (CD is apprap:riatcfor yourto it (~ertificute I.;f Desigrl.ati():n, 

propOiaJ.. 

Thc proposed plant would j),(:,ccptth~.~"uultry()ffi!! tilal ci,trrt..'t1Llyis traJlsported to a renderi.ngplant into 
an Cl1c;lo8e<lllnloadingnr~.aequip.p~d\\'i1.!l1.'1 Air Coi'lditioltcr (HV AC) and biofl1tcrHigh V.')lum.1;': 
sy.1em. The rQWmaterials w~)uldbe w:ll,)adl;.':ddirectly into a tLopperOJ'bill {rum where it is directly fed 
into the production cycle. Th~ rnaic'ri.al..f!:r~pulpcd mil b1e:t1dedlI'I an elltlosed system and th~n t~d Into 
a.seriesof pressure vessetswhe.rc tl1ey UT'I}treated jt~t\','o basic.At.lge$!\.tdifferent temperatures and 

Lltl~y~I(;il.l~progs\~~s.Products such a$oorilln;:rcia! 1;\:r,:\d1!: aJld!11Unm~btegas are extracted from the 
procesa."l~e g8Sis to be IJRed111pcwcring the pla.ot,tile other product.i tldld on the twu-ket. A.tt1.nlQnia 
that is extracted ftom the p!Qci-'.'ini,; tr; bc capturcd :ind lnade rntClfeniJizor, Air and water pennits-are 
being applied lor a:r1dthe d~v~lO'Pm\.~l!.l)ftilC pr\;)je~tl)\tf).be c:onouclcd 'Wll'iel'a.l~:ropria.teCounty 
regulations. 

Ll considering your t'~UeRt we t.l"V\~t3k.ffl 'itlto ~~~Qunt tl,at. tho poultry offal is CUl'TC21tlygoiug It) 01. 

rendering plant for commm..i~l pro c<:ssing. 1.-.heonly r:.hilllgc would b~\th~ di~tancc th!tt the ma.t(:rial 
would be hauldd and th~ loo~tiQtI ~')ft"'~ prOC~$8j:1gplant, 111CI.tdditiQ~lal IIlateri.a1 that Is to be used in 
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United StatesDepartment of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

ES/CO:T&E 
Mail Stop 65412 

JAN 2 1 2004 

Joyce Beck 
Department of Energy GoldenField Office 
1617 Cole Boulevard 
Golden, CO 80401-3393 

DearMs. Beck: 

This respondsto your letter datedJanuary8, 2004 regardingthe effect.~of the proposed 
constI1Jctionof a Thennal ConversionProcess(TCP) Commercial Demonstration Plant in Weld 
County, Colorado on speciesFederally listed, proposedfor Federallisting, and candidate species 
occulTingin Weld County, Colorado. Thesecommentshave beenprepared under the provisions 
of the EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973(ESA), asamended(16 V_S.C.1531 et. seq.). The 
United StatesFish and Wildlife Service (Service)is concernedaboutthe protection of threatened 
and endangeredspecies,aswell as specieswhich are candidatesor proposed for officiallisnng as 
threatenedor endangered(Federal Register, Vol- 61, No. 40, February 28) 1996). 

It is our understanding that the proposedproject would constructand operatea prototype 
conlmercial-scale demonstration plant that would convert agricultural residuaJsand low-value 
organic screamsinto fuels, oils, gases,and carbons,with no hazardousemissionsinto the 
environment. The plant would be located in Weld County, Colorado, The project site consistsof 
approximately 314 acresof undevelopedland, of which about40 acreswould be neededtor the 
proposed TCP plant and associatedcomponents. The Servicedoes Dothave specific knowledge 
of the project site; however, enclosedis a list of FederaIendangered,threatened,proposed,aDd 
candidatespeciesfor Weld County, Colorado. 'Thelist canbe used as a basis for determining 
speciespotentially presentin the project area. 

Our dataindicates that the following speciesand critjcal habitat may occur in the project area. 

(1) Listed species[threatened (T) and endangered(E)] 

bald eagle (Haliaeetus Ie1Jcocephalus).T 
black-footed ferret (Musteta nigripes) -E 
Colorado butterfly plant (Gaura neomexicanassp. coloradellSis)-T 
interior leasttern (Ster1laantillarum atha/as.~os)-E 
Mexican spotted owl (Sui:\:occidentalis lzlCidci)-T 
pallid sturgeon(.s'caphirhynchu.~albus) -E 
piping plover (Charadrius melodus).T 
Preble's meadowjumping mouse~pus hud5oniuspreblel} -T 

FISHAND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Ecological Services 

ColorddoField Office 
755 Parfet Street,Suite361 

Lakewood,Colorado80215 
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Ute ladies'-ttesses (Spiranthes diluvialis) -T 
whooping crane (Grus americana) -E 

(2)Proposedspecies 

none 

(3) Candidate species 

black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomysludovici,Ulus)-C 

(4) Designatedcritical habitat for 

none 

(5)Proposedcritical habitatfor 

none 

Since 1978,the Servicehas consistentlytak,enthe position in its section7 consultationsthat 
Federal agencyactions resulting in existing or new water depletionsto the Platte River syst,em 
may affect the endangeredwhooping crane(Grus americana), endangeredinterior least tern 
(Sterna antillarum), threatenedpiping plover (Charadriu.~melodus),endangeredpallid sturgeon 
(ScaphirhynchtJsalbus), threatenedbald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephaluJ"),endangeredEskimo 
curlew (Numenius borealis), threatenedwesternprairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praecla.r,z), 
and designatedcritical habitat for the whooping craneandpiping ploverin the central Platte 
River in Nebraska. Depletions include evaporativelossesand/or consumptiveuse less return 
flows- Project elementsthat could be associatedwith depletionsto the Platte River systein 
include, but are not limited to, ponds (detention/recreation/irrigationstorage), lakes (recreation! 
irrigation storage/municipalstorage/powergeneration),reservoirs (recreation/irrigation 
storage/municipalstorage/powergeneration),pipelines,and water treatmentfacilities. 

Iftbere are depletionsassociatedwith the proposed project or if anyspeciesFederallylisted, 
proposed tor Federallisting, or a candidatefor Federallisting arefound at the project site, 
initiation of formal section7 consultationin the form of a letter to this office should be 
submitted. Once the Environmental Assessmentof the proposedproject is complete, it is our 
recommendationthat it be submitted for our review. If you require additional information, please 
contactErik Kraft of this office at (303) 275.2359. 

Sincerely, 

I~~:~~'t c )C-t:...~~'-" 
SusanC. LinDer 
Colorado Field Supervisor 



30, 2004 

MadelineTerry 
Biologist 
ScienceApplicationsInternationalCorporation 
8100 ShafferParkway,Suite 100 
Littleton, CO 80127 

Dear Madeline: 

Univcrsit} 
Knowledgeto Go Places 

Colorado Natural Heritage Program 

Colorado State University 
8002 Campus Delivery 

Fort Collins, Colorado 80523-8002 

(970) 491-1309 
FAX: (970)491-3349 

www.cnhp.colostate.edu 

The Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) is in receipt of your request for information regarding the 
Science Applications International Corporation area of interest in Weld County near Milton Reservoir. In 
response,I have searchedour Biological and Conservation Datasystem(BCD) for natural heritage elements 
(occurrences of significant natural communities and rare, threatened or endangeredplants and animals) 
documented from the vicinity of the area specified in your request, specifically within a two-mile buffer of the 
coordinates provided by SAIC. 

The enclosed report describes natural heritage resourcesknown from this area and gives location (by 
Township, Range, and Section), precision information, and the date of last observation of the element at that 
location. This report includes elements known to occur within the specified project site, as well as elements 
known from similar landscapesnearthe site. Pleasenote that "precision" reflects the resolution of original 
data. For example, an herbarium record from "4 miles eastofCol.orado Springs" provides much less spatial 
information than a topographic map showing the exact location of the occurrence. "Precision" codes of 
~econds, Minutes, and Qeneral are defined in the footer of the enclosed report. 

The report also outlines the status of known elements. We have included status according to Natural Heritage 
Program methodology and legal status under stateand federal statutes. Natural Heritage ranks are 
standardized acrossthe Heritage Program network, and are assigned for global and state levels of rarity. They 
range from "1" for critically imperiled or extremely rare elements,to "5" for those that are demonstrably 
secure. 

You maynoticethatsomeoccurrencesdo nothavesectionslisted. Thosespecieshavebeendesignatedas 
"sensitive"dueto their rarity andthreatsby humanactivity. Peregrinefalcons,for example,aresusceptibleto 
humanbreedersremovingfalconeggsfrom theirnests. Forthesespecies,CNHPdoesnot normallyprovide 
locationinformationbeyondtownshipandrange. Pleasecontactusshouldyourequiremoredetailed 
informationfor sensitiveoccurrences. 

There are no CNHP designated Potential Conservation Areas located within your project area. In order to 
successfully protect populations or occurrences, it is necessaryto delineate conservation areas. These 
conservation areasfocus on capturing the ecological processesthat are necessaryto support the continued 
existence of a particular element of natural heritage significance. Conservation areas may include a single 
occurrence of a rare element or a suite of rare elements or significant features. 

January 



The goal of the process is to identify a land area that can provide the habitat and ecological processesupon 
which a particular element or suite of elements dependsfor their continued existence. The bestavailable 
knowledge of each species'life history is used in conjunction with information about topographic, geomorphic, 
and hydrologic features, vegetative cover, as well as current and potential land uses. The proposed boundary 
does not automatically exclude all activity. It is hypothesized that someactivities will cause degradation to the 
element or the process on which they depend, while others will not. Consideration of specific activities or land 
use changesproposed within or adjacentto the preliminary conservation planning boundary should be 
carefully considered and evaluated for their consequencesto the element on which the conservation unit is 
based. 

The Colorado Division of Wildlife has legal authority over wildlife in the state. CDOW would therefore be 
responsible for the evaluation of and final decisions regarding any potential effects a proposed project may 
have on wildlife. If you would like more specific information regarding these or other vertebrate species in the 
vicinity of the area of interest, please contact the Colorado Division of Wildlife. 

The information contained herein representsthe results of a searchof Colorado Natural Heritage Program's 
(CNHP) Biological and Conservation Data System(BCD), and can be used as notice to anticipate possible 
impacts or identify areasof interest. Care should be taken in interpreting thesedata. Sensitive elements are 
currently known from within the proposed project area,and additional, but undocumented, elements may also 
exist (seeenclosed report). Pleasenote that the absenceof data for a particular area, species, or habitat does 
not necessarily mean that these natural heritage resourcesdo not occur on or adjacentto the project site, rather 
that our files do not currently contain information to document their presence. CNHP information should not 
replace field studies necessaryfor more localized planning efforts, especially if impacts to wildlife habitat are 

possible. 

Although everyattemptis madeto providethe mostcurrentandpreciseinformationpossible,pleasebeaware 
thatsomeof our sourcesprovidea higher levelof accuracythanothers,andsomeinterpretationmaybe 
required. CNHP'sdatasystemis constantlyupdatedandrevised. PleasecontactCNHPfor anupdateor 
assistancewith interpretationof this naturalheritageinformation. 

The datacontainedin the reportis the productandpropertyof the ColoradoNaturalHeritageProgram 
(CNHP),a sponsoredprogramatColoradoStateUniversity(CSU). The datacontainedhereinareprovidedon 
anasis, asavailablebasiswithoutwarrantiesof anykind, expressedor implied, including(but not limited to) 
warrantiesof merchantability,fitnessfor a particularpurpose,andnon-infringement.CNHP, CSUandthe 
stateof Coloradofurtherexpresslydisclaimanywarrantythatthe dataareerrorfree or currentasof the date 

supplied. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Menefee 
Environmental Review Coordinator 

Enc. 
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